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Abstractor JP3208656 

PURPOSE:To separately control amounts of 
heat generation of electrothermal conversion 
elements and eliminate slippage of dots 
formed on a recording medium by 
successively driving blocks into which a 
plurality of electrothemrial conversion elements 
are divided and further successively driving 
said elements in each of said blocks. 
CONSTITUTION:When. for example, amounts 
of heat generation of elevtrothermal 
conversion elements are controlled in 16 
steps, an image signal is a signal of 4 bits per 
picture element and total number of delivery 
ports of a recording head is M, whereby the 
elements are divided into blocks of N in 
number. Image data signals are first serially 
inputted into a shift resistor 6 of MX4 bits to be 
parallelly outputted in predetermined timing, 
while, in a first block, said signals are directly 
transferred to a shift resistor 4 of m X4 bits 
and, in the other blocks, the signals are 
latched successively in latches 5 of m X 4 and 
k-1 steps (k: block number) and thereafter 
transferred to the resistor 4. As for each block, 
image data signals are serially sent to a driver 
3 and become driving signals for each block. 
The elements 1 driven in each block are 
selected in succession by the output of a 
counter circuit 2. 
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